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International Studies 367.01
Writing for the U.S. Intelligence Community

Instructor: Anita Bucknam
Classroom: TBD




Office Hours: TBD

Meeting Times: TBD




Office Phone: TBD

Office: TBD





Email: Bucknam.1@osu.edu
Website: carmen.osu.edu (enter your OSU userid and password)

Course Description. In this course we will practice a number of different writing forms regularly used by the U.S. intelligence community.  Writing for the intelligence community is quite different from many other forms of expository writing.  It is designed to allow the consumer to decide how much detail is necessary or desirable in a given situation.  While all assignments require extensive research to develop expertise and rigorous evaluation of sources to increase the accuracy of analysis, each assignment requires that students apply a different “filter” to that information, creating documents of either 1-2 or 10-12 pages in length, or creating PowerPoint presentations to present the salient points in a face-to-face, analyst-to-consumer format.  While we practice these formats, we will also discuss the differences between expository writing for the intelligence community and writing for an academic audience.  All student assignments are designed to provide content for a class wiki project, which will create an interactive analytical environment that we will use to discuss how the intelligence community is using Web 2.0 technologies to improve analysis.

GEC Statement for Second Writing Course.

1.A.2. Writing and Related Skills; Second Course

Goals: Writing and Related Skills coursework develops students’ skills in written communication and expression, reading, critical thinking, and oral expression.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

· Through critical analysis, discussion, and writing, students extend their ability to read carefully and express ideas effectively

· Students further develop basic skills in expository writing and oral communication

· Students further develop skills in effective communication and in accessing and using information 
How This Class Satisfies GEC Goals and Expected Learning Outcomes

Students will be expected to review current news sources and extract information for purposes of summary and analysis.  A variety of news sources will be accessed.  They will be expected to draw conclusions and then present and defend them.  Students will write in a variety of formats, from compressed 1-2 page papers to a longer, more expository 10-12 page length paper.  Students will submit drafts of their papers to make feedback available to them and facilitate the habit of paper revision and rewriting.  To facilitate oral communications skills, students will participate in a group presentation.  
Required Texts. Instead of a textbook or a reader, students are expected to keep abreast of a wide range of international current events by reviewing a variety of news sources.  Students are encouraged to use RSS or other kinds of “newsfeed” applications.  Students will also be directed to specific feature articles on a weekly basis.  In addition, students will need to purchase the following:

• Major, James.  Communicating with Intelligence: Writing and Briefing for the Intelligence and National Security Communities. Scarecrow Press. 2008. (ISBN: 0-8108-6119-4)

• Any college-level writing handbook.  See Carmen home page for suggestions.

Course Requirements. Each student’s final course grade will be figured using the following categories:

· Class Participation (10%);

· Assignment #1, Intelligence Information Report (IIR), draft #2 (15%);

· Assignment #1, Intelligence Information Report (IIR), final draft (20%);

· A group presentation/intelligence briefing (15%);

· Assignment #2, Analytical “Think Piece”, draft #1 (15%);

· Assignment #2, Analytical “Think Piece”, final draft (25%).

I reserve the right to fail any student who does not complete all the written assignments for this course.

Class Participation.  Class participation mainly refers to each student’s engagement in class discussions regarding the weekly readings.  One significant contribution each week will be considered adequate (i.e., “C” participation), while more or fewer contributions will count toward a higher or lower participation grade, respectively.

Grading Scale. I will use the following grade scale for assigning grades in this course.  Normal rounding rules apply. I DO NOT grade on a curve.
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Assignment Make-Up Policy. If for any family, medical, or personal emergency you find it necessary to miss a class during which a scheduled assignment is due, you must contact me as soon as possible (preferably via e-mail). Medical excuses will require a note from a doctor stating clearly that the student was medically unable to attend class on the day of the scheduled assignment. (A note merely confirming that you visited the health clinic or your personnel physician is not sufficient.) I understand that genuine cases with extenuating circumstances may arise during the quarter and will try to make reasonable accommodations if you contact me in a timely manner. Please note that scheduling conflicts with other University activities—such as band, sports, and exams outside of regularly-scheduled class meetings, etc.—or outside work are not a valid excuse for missing deadlines.

Academic Misconduct.  It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).
Disability Services.  Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Course Schedule. As is the case with most schedules, this one is subject to change. Weekly topics are followed by the associated assigned readings. All readings are in Communicating with Intelligence.  Please complete all readings before coming to class each week (with the exception of Week One).

Week One: Introduction
Reading: pp. 3 – 20

Building knowledge (background); Maintaining awareness (current events); Online research; Library resources

Week Two: The Intelligence Information Report (IIR)
Reading: pp. 141 – 175 (required); 29 – 52 (recommended)

Perils of Wikipedia; IIR as genre (assignment prompt); Grammar review

Week Three: The Class Wiki; Intellipedia
Reading: pp. 189 – 201; 252 – 258; 282 – 292

Assignment: 1st draft of Assignment #1 due (to peer group)

How wikis work (in-class demonstration/workshop); Class wiki as platform for collaboration and peer review

Week Four: Peer Review
Reading: pp. 201 – 217

Assignment: Peer review sessions

Week Five: Synthesis of the Research Paper

Reading: pp. 113 – 132

Assignment: 2nd draft of Assignment #1 (to instructor)

“Think piece” as genre (assignment prompt); Rethinking the writing process

Week Six: The Analytical “Think Piece”
Reading: pp. 237 – 251

Week Seven: Conveying Analysis in Person (Briefing)
Reading: pp. 307 - 331

Assignment: Final draft of Assignment #1

Week Eight: Briefing as Genre
Reading: pp. 331 – 360

Assignment: 1st draft of Assignment #2 (to peer group and instructor)


Oral vs. textual dissemination; Briefing techniques; Basic PowerPoint

Week Nine: Peer Review
Assignment: Peer review sessions

Week Ten: Group Presentations; Course Evaluation

Assignment: In-class group presentations

Exam Week: Final draft of Assignment #2 due to instructor in class during the scheduled exam time.
